






S E R V I N G  C A N A D I A N S

Sentence/Offence Record will be sealed or destroyed and cannot be 
disclosed:

Acquittal
Two months after the time allowed to file an appeal, or, 
if an appeal is filed, three months after all proceedings 
related to the appeal are completed 

Not guilty by reason of a mental disorder Record stays open indefinitely  

Dismissal or withdrawal After two months 

Finding of guilt for which the youth 
received a reprimand 

After two months 

Charge is stayed On the expiry of one year, if no further  court 
proceedings have been taken in a year  

Extrajudicial Sanction Two years after the youth agrees to participate in the 
extrajudicial sanction program 

Absolute discharge One year after the youth has been found guilty  

Conditional discharge Three years after the youth has been found guilty  

Summary conviction offence 

Subsequent summary conviction offence 

Three years after the sentence is completed (unless 
another offence is committed during this period) 

Three years after all sentences made in respect to that 
offence are completed 

Indictable offence 

Subsequent indictable offence 

Five years after the sentence is completed (unless 
another offence is committed during this period) 

Five years after all sentences made in respect to that 
offence are completed 

Serious offences such as murder, 
manslaughter, attempted murder, 
aggravated sexual assault or repeated 
violent offences 

Record may be retained indefinitely.* 

Violent offence other than those 
mentioned above 

Record will be kept for an additional five years.* 

A person over 18 found guilty of another 
crime before the mandatory crime-free 
period for a youth record has expired 

Youth record will become part of the adult record and 
the rules applicable to adult records prevail. 

*There are special provisions relating to these offences, and it is best to contact a lawyer for 
advice. 


